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AS a relentle~;s incubator of history, Philadelphia enjoys a i
pre-eminent distinct.ion eq\taled by no American city. ;

tI .
I

It was here that: a g!..o'Jp of colonialists convened in I.

constitution Hall to j naugurate ~he birth of the United States. fi
I

It was h~re ~l:at Ri~~.ard Allen founded the African American
church.

"

And ic was here that the Philadelphia Association of Black
Journalists was f"ourlr.1ed 10 years ago when three journalists in
the African Di_~spor.?; -.Cl ~\lde Lewis of the Philadelphia
Bulletin, Acel Mo()rE~ of t.'ll? Philadelphia Inquirer and Chuck Stone '

of the Philadelphia [Jd i.1 ,;' NC"'J~: --met together for the first !
time at the Uni versit".y 01 P~IIIlS)'1 vania's Afrj. can American Studies
House of the Family. ;~

}
J
I
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At first blusr., the cit~.tio~ of that third event may seem to .~
suffer from a bad case o[ [lj'perbole. '

After all. the foundin~ of any local organization does not
automatically translatA :.nlO an event prophesizing national

greatness.

But PABJ was the immediate forerunner'of the National
Association of Black Jou1:'nalist::~ whjch was founded two years
later on December :'3, 19'75 in Washington, D.C. by 44 journalists

in the African diaspuL'a.
i

11 PABJ's constitution alLld PABJ'S by-laws were copied word for
! word --except. for r.he t icle --~s the c:on5r.~tution and by-laws
: of the Nation~l Association of Black Jou.rnall.sts.
1
i

\ This ancient mariner who had already been elected as PABJ's
( first presidenc pre.c;ided "ver e. rr\eeting,of blu.ck jou7"nalists who

were in WashjngtoIl. D.C. to CO\ler a natJ.onal convent1on of the

National Urban League.

,
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Given Philadelphia's audacious presence at NABJ's founding,
my Philadelphia colleZlgUE'!5 were gracious ill supporting my
nomination to be NABJ'S firsc. presidcnt.

With apologies to W.E.B. DuBois, we in PABJ celebrate a
double consciousness today .-~!; tnemb~rs of both PABJ and NABJ.

I
,
iI 

What must never be forgotten --and acknowledged today --is ...: 
that PABJ was ridiculed from ~um~ of our racist colleagues in the:
media. !

I

J

Herb Lipson, publisher of philadelphia Magazine wrote an i
editorial, contemptuously dismissing our organization as a ;
questionable professional exercise. :

, J
:

g When Mumia Abu Jamal was charged with the killing of a white:
Philadelphia policeman, one ot the nation's most distinguished
editors of a Philadelphia newspaper, isHued an edict that any
reporter who was a member ot Pl\.EJ wo\lld not be assigned to cover
Mumia's trial because of a prima facie perception of bias and a

; resulting lack of reportorial ojec~ivity. +

What is more important than this semantic recollection of
! our history, however, is that, :. i ke all of the African Americans

who made history before \lS, we, too have prevailed for 30 years
as ptrifold rogenitors of hist:ol"y --American history, black

history and journalistic history.
v

It is a rhapsodic cause for celebration.

And it is also a call to the double consciousness of the
African American family that PAR.T, ~S an organization, has graced
our profession, this city and this nation.

With both humility and pride, I salute those of you who were
present at PABJ's founding and tf10!;e of you who are members today
as fellow perpetuat(")rs of .rI.fric;an Alnerican history and the

profession of journalism.

My former boss, CorJ.gressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.. always
admonished uS to keep the faith, baby.
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All of you have kept that faitC-. ,...ith a wellspring of
humanity, professj,(")nC:11 ~xcellE::rlCF and the double consciousness of

...Afr1can AmerJ.cans. t"
:

::
God bless you. .,j

'i.
Chuck Stone :
Walter Spearman Professor 1
School of Jo\lrnalism and Mass Communication ;
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill :-. !

!
Founding President I
National Association of Black ,To1.1rnalists
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